
                                                
 
 
Dear Parents & Students, 
 
We hope this letter finds you well during these unprecedented times. School is not the same without 
the day-to-day interactions with our excellent students, professional teachers and supportive parents. 
Further to the Taoiseach’s decision to close schools to support efforts to contain the spread of 
COVID-19, I am writing to advise you of the school continuity measures taken to date at Kylemore 
College. 
 
Monday 9th March 2020  
Ms Nolan & Mr Mc Govern met with all teaching and SNA staff to advance contingency plan in the 
event of a possible school closure. 
 
Tuesday 10th March 2020 
Ms Nolan & Mr Mc Govern hold year group assemblies with 6th and 3rd year students, delivering the 
Covid-19 talk. Items covered include- proper hand washing, respiratory etiquette, study, possible 
school closure, State Exams, looking after each other and their families. Students are asked to begin 
taking books/ copies/ workbooks home and clear their lockers. 
User names and passwords for students reissued/ confirmed. 
Students log in to school email address (example: studentname.student@kylemorecollege.ie) 
Teachers meet in subject department groups to discuss, prepare and agree assignments for students in 
the event of school closure- mix of online assignments and use of textbooks (blended learning model) 
 
Wednesday 11th March 2020 
Ms Nolan & Mr Mc Govern hold year group assemblies with 5th and 2nd year students, delivering the 
Covid-19 talk. User names and passwords for students reissued/ confirmed. 
 
Thursday 12th March 2020 
Ms Nolan & Mr Mc Govern hold year group assemblies with 1st year & 4th year students, delivering 
the Covid-19 talk. User names and passwords for students reissued/ confirmed. 
11am- Taoiseach announces schools are to close at 6pm until Sunday 29th March 2020. 
Students clear their lockers 
Parents call to school to help their child bring books and workbooks home.  
 
Letter from Ms Nolan sent by post to all families. 
Details of username and login details sent by post to parents of all students who are absent. 
Students are given a handout with three HSE posters to bring home to parents.  
The school closed at 6pm. 
 



Friday 13th March 2020 
Ms Nolan and Mr Mc Govern write to all staff, supporting teachers on best use of online learning. 
Secretarial staff follow- up and respond to phone messages left by parents. 
Passwords reset for students experiencing difficulties. 
Teachers begin to use online methods to teach our students. 
 
Monday 16th March 2020 
Text message sent to all parents – Wishing our students and their families well and advising 
information on Covid-19 is available on www.education.ie 
 
Wednesday 18th March 2020 
Text message sent to all parents- Further information on student engagement in online learning and 
contact email address- info@kylemore.cdetb.ie  
 
Thursday 19th March 2020 
Announcement by Minister for Education regarding Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate exams 
is circulated by text to all 3rd and 6th year parents. 
 
Junior Certificate- Practical exams in Music and Home Economics are cancelled. Completion dates 
for Assessment Tasks (English, Irish, French, Science and Business) is extended to 15th May. Project 
and coursework in Metalwork and Woodwork is extended to 15th May. Students are asked to keep in 
touch with their form tutors- Ms Sherlock, Mr O’ Brien and Mr Partridge.  
 
Leaving Certificate- Oral exams in Irish and French are cancelled, all students are awarded full marks. 
Project and coursework in Art, History, Geography, Construction Studies and Home Economics 
deadline is extended to Friday 15th May. Students are asked to keep in touch with their form tutors- 
Ms Galvin, Ms O’ Kelly and Year Head- Ms Jacob.  
 
LCA- Oral and practical exams to proceed as scheduled between 27th April- 8th May. Students are 
asked to keep in touch with their form tutor – Mr Collins and LCA Coordinator- Ms O’ Keeffe  
Online learning continues- SEN department and Behaviour for Learning Programme teacher (Ms 
Goodman) email their students to check in with assigned students.  
 
Friday 20th March  
Teachers and form tutors email students to encourage 100% engagement with online learning.  
SEN coordinator- Ms Looney and SCP coordinator- Ms Keegan arrange for students with additional 
learning needs to collect work from the college. 
 
Monday 23rd March 
Text message sent from year head to parents’ mobile phone encouraging student engagement in online 
learning. A very high percentage of students are already engaging very well.  
A small number have not fully engaged in online learning. Form tutors remind parents to email 
info@kylemore.cdetb.ie with any queries or questions.  
 
 
 



Tuesday 24th March 
Taoiseach announces that all schools will remain closed until at least 19th April in support of efforts 
to combat the Coronavirus. He stated that he is hopeful schools “might be able to come back in May 
and June”. Finally the Taoiseach said that there is “a very good chance” Leaving Certificate exams 
will go ahead, urging all exams students to continue studying and preparing for exams.  
 
Tuesday 24th March – Advice for Parents and Students 

Plan the school day at home (8.45am- 3.50pm)  
Structure- students should maintain the same routine as a normal school day- up early, 

shower, breakfast, school work & study 
Break for exercise & maintain a healthy diet  
Ensure your child is engaging in online learning each and every day. 
We will consider your child absent from school if they do not engage in online learning.  
Use school email address  –  info@kylemore.cdetb.ie or contact the form tutor using their 

specific school email address (example- miriamgoodman@kylemorecollege.ie)  
Sleep- now more than ever good quality sleep is vital for us both physically and mentally. 10 

Hours recommended for teenagers, 8 hours for adults. 
Stress- take care of both your physical and mental health to avoid stress. Avoid too much 

social media and ensure you get some physical exercise each day.  
At the moment we must socially distance and stay at home to prevent the spread of Covid- 19 

and ‘flatten the curve’. However, it is important to stay connected with family and friends. Phone calls 
and video calls checking in with others are so important for our own wellbeing. 
 
As our new reality of safe distancing, hand-washing, online learning settles in we want you to know 
that we will do our very best for each and every student at Kylemore College. Our routine is changed, 
parents, students and teachers we are learning together at this time. Please note work delivered online 
may not be revisited when schools re-open. Your child will fall behind if they do not engage in all 
their subjects each and every school day.  
 
Our work is not finished, we will continue to engage with parents by text message and email. In the 
coming days, Mr Mc Govern and I will agree with our support staff- Guidance Counsellor, Behaviour 
for Learning Programme Teacher, School Completion Coordinator, Home School Community Liaison 
Coordinator, Special Educational Needs Team and SNAs the specific work we would like them to 
undertake to support students and parents at this really challenging time. We welcome ideas from our 
student and parents, please email suggestions to info@kylemore.cdetb.ie  
  
We wish you all the very best in the days and weeks ahead. Stay safe and well. Be kind to each other 
and yourself. I believe that together we really can make a difference.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Deirdre Nolan,  
Principal.  
 
24th March 2020.  
 


