
 
 
 
Contingency for Junior Certificate Students 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 
We hope you and your loved ones are well and coping as best as you can in these extraordinary 
times. Understandably, recent weeks have been very challenging for everyone, and particularly, 
students in Third Year and Sixth Year. It is hard to believe that schools have been closed since 
13 March 2020 with no clarity as to when they will be allowed to reopen for students. 
 
Important information for Third Year Students - Junior Certificate 2020 
 
The Minister for Education and Skills, Joe McHugh TD announced on 10 April 2020 that a decision 
had been made to cancel the Junior Certificate examinations which were due to take place in June 
2020. He then made a further announcement on the 29th of April 2020 outlining that for each 
student, certification will involve two elements:  

• A State Certificate of completion of Junior Cycle from the Department of Education and Skills. 
Students should receive a State Certification that they have completed three years of Junior Cycle 
education in a number of subjects/priority learning units. This certification will be provided by the 
Department of Education and Skills.  
 
• A School Report setting out the learning achievements of students in Junior Cycle. Students 
should receive a written report on the broad range of learning that they have achieved in each 
subject, short course and/or priority learning unit at the end of Junior Cycle. This assessment of their 
learning will be provided by their teachers. Schools will have autonomy in how this assessment is to 
be arrived at and the format in which the report is provided.  
 
CDETB School Principals together with the Chief Executive, Carol Hanney and the Director of Schools, 
Paul Crone, have considered the advice of the Minister for Education and decided that, in the 
interests of student welfare, examinations in September should be avoided so as to allow students 
to enjoy the summer holidays and take a break from study and revision. As such, school based 
assessment will be conducted in line with the Ministers guidelines by the 26th May 2020. This will 
also allow for the minimum level of disruption to the beginning of the new school year in autumn. 
 

Assessment 
Minister McHugh stated, 
“The assessment of students’ learning achievements in each subject will take place at school level 
and will be based on the teacher’s professional knowledge of each student’s learning. Schools will 



have autonomy to choose the most appropriate form of school-based assessments to put in place 
for the third-year cohort of 2019/20.” 
The proposal for the assessment of your child is outlined in the box below and has been agreed 
following consultation with the teaching team of this school. Recognition of previous work, 
engagement with teachers, assignments, tasks, projects, essay style questions, presentations and 
school designed exams may be used to determine grades for the school report and are outlined in 
our proposal below. 
 
It is important to note that each student’s engagement and participation up until 29th May 2020 will 
be recorded to help inform the final grade in each subject which will appear in the report. 
 
School report to students  
Students and their parents/guardians will receive a written report of the assessment of the 
student’s learning in each subject.  
 
This report will include the provision of grades or descriptors. It may also detail separately the 
descriptors awarded to classroom-based assessments (CBAs) where appropriate.  
Where relevant, the report will detail other aspects of other achievements completed by 
students. 
 
The report will be provided to you as soon as possible after the 29th of May. 
 
State Certification  
The Department of Education and Skills will provide each student with a certificate indicating 
the completion of the Junior Cycle programme of study.  
 
This certificate will be provided in the Autumn 2020. 
 
 
Schedule for Third Year students until 29th May 2020 

 

● 60% Historical performance up to 12th March 2020 - based on 

             Classroom Assessments, House exams (Christmas, Summer, Mocks), Homework 
 

● 20% JCSP Statements 

 

● 20% End of Year Assessment/ Assignment 

 
 
 

 

 

____________________ 
Deirdre Nolan,  
Principal 
Date: 1st May 2020. 


